Social Capital
By Vivekananda Kendra - Nardep
Following regular activities carried out:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Yoga Classes in the morning for Children and Youths
Weekly Yoga class for the Coast Guards
Spoken Hindi and English class
Daily evening prayer

Independence Day Celebrations
Yoga students have organized the Independence Day Celebrations at Mohabeer Dharmasala on
August 15, 2017. 25 students, 6 Police officials, eight of our staff members and five general public
attended the programme.

Marching Parade of the Children

Children have practiced the Marching specially for this occasion. NSS student among them guided
them to perform well. Children dressed in white shirt and Blue Pant and with Knife in their side
looked like a typical professional Parade. Arm and Arm, Shoulder to Shoulder, Straight and Tall,
these children lifted the spirits which saw the parade.

Flag Hoisting by the Chief Guest

Smt.Booma, Inspector, Railway Feeder Road Police station hoisted the flag

Performance by the students

Yoga Students performing human tower

Another posture from Yoga students

Other Events
Students also did other events like Key board playing, Speech on Dr.APJ.Abdul Kalam, Mahathma
Gandhi, Subash Chandra Bose.
Later on the sweets and tea were distributed to all. The gathering dispersed with patriotic feeling.
Independence Day Celebrations at Panchayat Union Middle School - Dhanushkodi
70 students attended the independence day celebration comprising of singing of songs, elocution,
lectures by senior teacher Sasikumar and Smt.Murugeshwari, Head Mistress. Sis.Saraswathi of
Vivekananda Kendra was the chief guest for the function.

Tamilthai vazhthu singing by the students

Visit to Green Rameshwaram Building by Shri.Nanthakumar, Project Director, Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyaan
Shri.Nanthakumar IAS, Ex District Collector, Ramanathapuram and Currently Project Director,
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan made a visit to Green Rameshwaram project office on August 13, 2017.
Being our well-wisher since the inception of the project he was eager to have the update of the
project.

Shri.Nanthakumar IAS going round the Green Rameswaram building

He further interacted with the team of Green Rameswaram and gave a few suggestions for
improvement in ‘Green Rameswaram’ project.

Shri.Nanthakumar IAS interacting with the workers of Green Rameswaram project

Media Coverage

Modi to unveil blueprint of Green Rameswaram project
B Sivakumar | TNN | Jul 25, 2017, 23:58 IST
Chennai: Kanyakumari-based Vivekananda Kendra has prepared a detailed plan to make Rameswaram
an environment friendly and green island. Called Green Rameswaram, the project envisages an action
plan involving all stakeholders. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the document during his visit
to the island on July 27 at Mandapam Coast Guard Colony.
The total cost of the project is Rs 24.02 crore and out of that Rs 6.06 crore will be spent for water
management in the island. The action plan is a 200-page document, which contains detailed account of
what needs to be done to make Rameswaram a much-sought after island to visit. The Kendra is already
involved in discovering lost wells in the island for the past several years.
"The plan is to organise stakeholder committees for generating detailed project report for landscaping
and beautification of 5 km radius of the Rameswaram temple area. The work will be taken up with
public-private partnership," Vivekananda Kendra secretary, G Vasudeo told TOI.
Through a multi-stakeholder vision exercise held in May 2017, in active collaboration with the district
administration, priority areas were identified. "Proactive groundwater augmentation, converting black
water to grey water and actively conserving ecology and biodiversity in the Gulf of Mannar biosphere
are some of the priority areas which have found place in the document," said Vasudeo.
The Green Rameswaram project is being funded by corporates as well as the Union culture ministry. An
integrated development plan has been prepared by factoring in ecological conservation of biodiversity,
social capital building, and sustainable technologies.
Several meetings were held both at the collectorate and at Rameswaram municipality to formalize an
Island Development Committee under the chairmanship of the district collector.
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Project to conserve rich heritage Rameswaram
July 30, 2017 21:04 IST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releasing the synopsis of ‘Green Resilient Rameswaram’ project
near Mandapam in Ramanathapuram district recently.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched it on July 27
Joining hands with non-governmental organisations, Vivekanandra Kendra has drawn out ‘Green
Resilient Rameswaram’ project with nine verticals and 27 goals to conserve the rich heritage of
the pilgrim island and preserve its ecology and marine biodiversity in the Gulf of Mannar region
at the total cost of ₹24.02 crore.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched the project on July 27 after inaugurating the
memorial of former President APJ Abdul Kalam. He released the synopsis, handed over to him
by Collector S. Natarajan, who is the chairman of the ‘Island development Committee’ (IDC)
and G Vasudeo, secretary, Vivekananda Kendra.

The Kendra, which was implementing Green Rameswaram project under its Natural Resources
Development Project (NARDEP) since 2013 after launching the project on the occasion of the
150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, has prepared the ‘Green Resilient Rameswaram’
action plan based on the projects implemented so far and in consultation with stakeholders.
The action plan comprised 11 verticals such as water management, waste management,
renewable energy, eco tourism with green transport, landscaping and beautification, marine biodiversity, green health, new merchandise and livelihoods, heritage, social capital and policy
advocacy, Mr Vasudeo said.
Mr Kalam had launched the Green Rameswaram initiative and it was strengthened by the IDC.
The projects were implemented in collaboration with the Central and State governments, district
administration, municipality, with community participation and support of corporates, he said.
The ‘Green Resilient Rameswaram’ action plan envisaged 27 goals with the project outlay of
₹24.02 crore. NGOs such as Hand in Hand India, CPR Environmental Research Foundation,
Reach Foundation, Basil Electronics, Green Pilgrimage Network and the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT-Madras) came forward to chip in and take the project forward, he said.
After releasing the synopsis, Mr Modi lauded the efforts of Vivekananda Kendra and called upon
people and pilgrims visiting the island to contribute their best for making ‘Green Resilient
Rameswaram.’

Dinamalar - 26th July, 2017

Dinamalar - 28th July, 2017

Dinathanti - 28th July, 2017
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Mass cleaning programme launched
A clean sweep: Volunteers clearing garbage from the
Arichamunai seashore on Saturday.
Collector S. Natarajan has launched a mass cleaning
exercise to make Rameswaram island clean and an ideal
destination for spiritual tourism.
Joined by school and college students, voluntary and
non-governmental organisations such as Vivekananda
Kendra and Hand-in-hand, he launched the programme at Arichamunai, the eastern tip of the
island near Dhanushkodi, on Saturday under solid waste management programme.
After the dismal show in the Swachch Survekshan sanitation rankings, securing 268th slot and
figuring in the bottom of 28 towns/cities surveyed in Tamil Nadu, the district administration and
the municipality are taking efforts to make the island clean, green and free from plastic. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had recently unveiled a project, drawn by Vivekanandra Kendra. With
the help of non-governmental organisations, the Kendra has identified nine verticals and 27 goals
to conserve the heritage-rich island and preserve its ecology at a cost of ₹ 24.02 crore.
As a part of the project, an island development committee has been formed under the
chairmanship of the Collector.He urged pilgrims and tourists visiting the island to avoid using
plastic materials and help the municipality keep the town clean. He advised tourists and pilgrims
to avoid private vehicles and use public transport while visiting Dhanushkodi and Arichamunai.
He said the district administration had launched cleaning operations throughout the district
involving workers of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme to
prevent dengue and other vector borne diseases ahead of the north-east monsoon.
Assistant Director (panchayats) A. Chelladurai, Revenue Divisional Officer Selvi Baby and
Green Rameswaram coordinator Saraswathi were present.

