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Br®, Camg Br@® Cumerm BTH&6T GMUIL LU (Reteresr. The antiquity of the Setu and that of
Rama’s adventure go together. The extract from the yajur Veda contemplates two vast seas that
clash with each other “like the feet of a babe in the womb” and a Setu that bridges an ocean whose

farther shore is invisible. But the passing is also interpreted in the light of some sacrificial
ceremony and the arrangement of vessels and cups used there®.
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@eueurm CHaumyuUTLedled QrnGeavealfsemgll ummé FamluUhEHermg. QrrGeavalfsHnE
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ATl L §860 H(HEUTL 06T MFUGHEVLDTHELD, SH(HLILEL6VMEN emeUemIEIL LML60 GUMHM
eVGEILOTHELD 2 6menteor. ListTell(p, CQMHTOMSSSH6T @6aImTe Q&CsTUNL aNaThi@GHeTmE)”.
@urGweveaurd Fe| @k aNeLEOET alqaISH MLHH KSRGS Qs QImOANTTET alled
6T6TLIT. REIQUT(E, (emelh Sihs eMebedlsir Q&mq ersaru’. “to purify himself from the sin of
Bhraminicide (Bhramhatya) committed by killing Ravana, who was the son of a Bhramin by a
Rakshasa woman, Rama was adviced by Rishis to offer poojas, establishing a lingam. An auspiius
moment was fixed for the purpose and Hanuman was sent to Mount Kailas to bring a lingam from
there. The return of Hanuma was delayed. With a view not to miss the auspicious occasion, the
linga, moulded by sita out of local sand, was established and poojas were performed by Rama.
This linga is called Ramalinga, Ramanatha or Rameshvvarar. On account of this the island got the
name of Rameshwaram. On his return from Kailas with two lingas, Hanuman found that all his
labours has gone in vain and was very disappointed. Seeing the intensity of the disappointment of
his most devout Bhaktha, sri Rama consoled him not to feel sad.one of the lingas brought by
Hanuman was installed a little north and it was established that this Hanuman linga should have
precedence over sri Ramanatha in all honours. This linga is variously called
Viswanathar,Kasilingam, Hanumaligam and so on. It is now the practice for the pilgrm to offer
his prayers to Sri visalakshi, Sri vishvanathar to then Sri Ramanathar and Parvathavarthini®.
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QLSS QHDHSNSE 657 Jilg SGHEOMHELD 2 6TeMH. QRIGETeT BHS 17 Silg 2 WHLD, 22 Siig HenLb,
12 Sllg. SISEVLDM6TT SfaTeyemlwl OSLQUIlwgTs 2 eteng). It is that until twelfth century, the deity
was housed in a thatched shed under the charge of sanyasis. It is remarkable that such a simple
shrine should have been a great center of pilgrimage in olden time in spite of transport and
communication difficulties. The present temple is impressive and is in the Dravidian style. The
first masonry structure around the inner shrine was built by prakramabahu, king of cylon in 1173
C.E. In some parts of the temple the original soft sands stone has been replaced by granite. A
statement showing the details of renovation made by sethupathi Rajas of Ramanathapuram and
others is given below®.
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