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Dear Friends, 
 

In this blog, we shall cover COP 22 to 26. Please recall that the 

COP series was launched as a mandatory annual meeting of all 

parties to the UNFCCC, starting in 1995. 

 

Marrakech, Morocco hosted COP 22 from November 7 to 18, 

2016 barely 3 days after the Paris Agreement came into force. 

 

The Parties agreed to complete all steps to implement the Paris 

Agreement within the next 2 years, by 2018. The outcome may be 

called as the Paris Rulebook covering mitigation, adaptation, finance, transparency, review 

etc. A newly constituted 12-member Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement (APA), 

and two standing bodies: The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technology Advice 

(SBSTA) and The Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI) were assigned this task. 

 

The Parties also agreed on: 

1. Continue efforts to limit on emissions from international aviation and shipping, 

aiming to achieve ‘Carbon Neutral Growth’ by 2020 in the aviation sector. [2] 

2. A five-year cycle of reporting and review of progress made by independent nations on 

their INDCs, and 

3. Progressively cutting down use of HFCs – a powerful GHG. 

 

COP 23 was held in Bonn, Germany from 6-17 November 2017 [1]. 

 

Patricia Espinosa, UN Climate Change Executive Secretary summarized the main outcomes 

of COP23 as under [3]: 

 

 Design of 2018 “Talanoa” Dialogue 

 Breakthrough in agriculture for reducing emissions from this sector whilst increasing 

food security. 

 Launch of a Platform for Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples. 

 Gender Action Plan 

 

She highlighted the need to keep in mind the urgent requirements of vulnerable states and 

their people. 

 

She urged that we must expedite our actions to arrest climate change, as the GHG emissions 

are rising and the impacts are visible through the recent rise in extreme weather events. The 

following figures 1 & 2 from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Atlas [4] 

shows the rising trend of disasters over past decades. 



 

Fig. 1 Number of reported disasters WMO 

 

Fig. 2 Reported Losses USD Billion (Total USD 3.8 Trillion) 

 

COP 24 was held in Katowice, Poland from December 2–15, 2018. [5] 

 

The main objective of the conference was to finalize the implementation guidelines of the 

Paris Agreement, known as the Paris Agreement Work Program, earlier called the ‘Paris 

Rulebook’. 

 

Hoesung Lee, Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) noted: 

 

“The temperature goal is achievable, but that this can only happen if governments 

take urgent and far-reaching action in all aspects of society, with many implications 

for policy making. The scientific message is clear. It is now up to you, the 

governments, to act”. 

 

Mr. Petteri Taalas, Secretary-General of the WMO warned that current levels of greenhouse 

gas emissions were unsustainable and were already leading to dramatic climate change 

impacts around the world, from the melting of Artic ice to many incidents of fires, flooding 

etc. 

 

Here are some extracts from UN’s Climate Chief, Patricia Espinosa’s address: 



“The World Bank announced a new set of climate targets for 2021-2025, doubling its 

current 5-year investments to $200 billion in support for countries to take ambitious 

climate action.  

 

We launched the High-level Event on Global Climate Action. 

  

As to the third part of the Katowice package, finance, we must 

see greater movement on finance throughout the spectrum of 

these negotiations. This includes the mobilization of funding 

that will provide greater support and predictability for those 

suffering from the impacts of climate change. 

 

The Katowice package needs to deliver the Paris Agreement 

Work Program, make progress on finance, and provide a solid basis for the revision of 

the Nationally Determined Contributions under the Talanoa Dialogue. Today we 

launch its final political phase. The Dialogue represents the voices of millions 

throughout the world and is a clear reflection of their needs, desires and solutions to 

climate change. It also provides a base for the revision of NationallyDetermined 

Contributions, making it an essential part of our work. 

 

Let’s complete the Paris Agreement Work Program. 

 

We must have a unifying vision. We must remember what we’re really fighting for: 

the thinness and fragility of the atmosphere surrounding it—the thin blue line 

protecting all life on Earth. That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s what we’re here to 

protect: That thin blue line of life. That thin blue line of hope”. 

 

COP 25 was held in Madrid, Spain from December 2 to 13, 2019. The venue was shifted 

from Chile, due to unrest prevailing there. [6] 

 

COP 25 initiated the 8th dialogue on Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) in 2020. It has 

six elements: climate education and public awareness, training, public access to information, 

public participation, and international cooperation on these matters. [9] 

 

The Parties could not come to an agreement on how to run a carbon market. In simple terms, 

a carbon market allows trading in carbon credits. Carbon credits are generated when a nation 

state carries out activities resulting in measurable carbon reduction from the atmosphere, both 

in their own territory and outside. 
 
The idea of a carbon market was introduced in the 1960s by some economists who argued 

that if we are able to put a price on pollution through emission of GHGs, and impose the 

principle that ‘Polluter pays’, emitters of GHGs would be incentivised to reduce emissions. 

This system was introduced through the Kyoto Protocol as a ‘Cap and Trade’ system. It 

worked like this: There shall be a limiting cap on the maximum amount of emission allowed 

to a company or a nation known as Permits and these would be tradeable. If an entity has 

spare permits (has emitted less that permitted, and has earned Carbon Credits), the entity can 

sell it to another entity who has reached the limit of its permits and in order to continue 

functioning, would like to emit more. 

 



However, the FERN institute claims that the system was designed to fail from the very 

beginning, as the initial cap, set for the industrialized nations was set at a very high level, due 

to intense lobbying by these nations at the Kyoto convention, thereby undermining its very 

purpose. [7] 

 

Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary of UN Climate Change observed: 

 

“Developed countries have yet to fully address the calls from developing countries for 

enhanced support in finance, technology and capacity building, without which they 

cannot green their economies and build adequate resilience to climate change. High-

emitting countries did not send a clear enough signal that they are ready to improve 

their climate strategies and ramp up ambition through the Nationally Determined 

Contributions they will submit next year.” 

 

“A large group of countries, regions, cities, businesses and investors signalled their 

intention to achieve net-zero CO2 emissions by 2050, as part of the Climate Ambition 

Alliance led by Chile. Also rallying under the Climate Ambition Alliance, 114 nations 

have meanwhile signalled their intention to submit an enhanced climate action plan 

next year. The caveat here is that not enough major economies have signalled that 

they are ready to shift the needle on climate ambition through improved plans”. 

 

COP 26was held in Glasgow, Scotland 

from31stOct.to 13thNov. 2021. The original 

schedule (from November 9 to 19, 2020) had to be 

postponed due the prevailing Pandemic. 

Four Key Achievements of COP 26 were outlined 

by the UN Climate Chief, Patricia Espinosa [8]: 

 

1. Adaptation and mitigation were given equal importance. A separate program for 

adaptation measures was designed. (This may be interpreted as an acceptance that at 

least partially, Climate Change is inevitable and we need to learn to live with it). 

2. Financial support for the vulnerable segments in developing countries was agreed by 

the Parties, although the goal of mobilizing USD 100 Billion per annum was yet to be 

realised. 

3. We have proven technologies for ‘Net-zero energy system’. Now all governments 

must support investments in necessary infrastructure in renewable energy production 

and distribution. 

4. A compromise agreement on Carbon Markets. 

 

In addition, the governments adopted a 10-year Glasgow work programme.  

 

As a part of this program, nations agreed upon the following [10]: 

 

Adaptation: Strengthening capability to live with unavoidable impacts of climate change 

Mitigation: Continue curbs on GHG emissions, with a direct call to cut down coal-based 

power and subsidies on fossil fuels. 

 

Finance: Developed nations once again agreed to provide $100 billion annually for adaptation 

and mitigation measures, although in reality nothing substantial was on the table. They also 

claimed that the Paris Rulebook was finalised. 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_3b_Glasgow_WP.pdf
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