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C.Rangarajan, Chennai

This classical work on Sri Ramanatha Swami of Rameswaram was
composed by “Palapattadai Chokkanatha Pillai”. This work was
discovered by Dr.U.Ve.Saminatha lyer after comparing multiple
versions. He also wrote a commentary on this rare text.

With the blessings of Lord Ramanatha Swami, Mother
Parvathavardhini & Lord Rama, here is an attempt to provide a
reasonable translation of this work, in English. Any error can be
ascribed to me.
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With Lord Vishnu on one side and Mother Uma on the other side, Lord Siva stands tall in the
viswaroopa form, spanning the akasha. His golden-colored body glitters like a tree studded
with diamonds. In Rameswaram, his linga form was installed by the red-coloured palm of
Mother Sita. Then, how did it turn black? Arjuna was fighting the Lord and once pressed the
neck of the Lord with his hands. At that time, the linga attained its black colour.
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Lord Rama was in Siva-dhyana and saw both the external and internal forms of Lord Siva.
He also had the vision of Mother Uma. She was having parrot in one hand and glowing like
fire. Lord and Mother were appearing in the form of a red coral (Mother) embedded in a blue
background. It is like the Sivattam (oneness with Lord Siva) is denied to the seeker by the
influence of Maya. Lord Rama wanted to bring that colour of Mother to Lord Siva. Hence,
he had applied a special paste.

(To be continued)
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