A Rare book - Dhevaiula on Ramanathaswami

By
C.Rangarajan, Chennai

This classical work on Sri Ramanatha Swami of
Rameswaram was composed by ‘“Palapattadai
Chokkanatha Pillai”. This work was discovered
by Sri U.Ve.Saminatha lyer after comparing
multiple versions. He also wrote a commentary
on this rare text. He is affectionately called Tamil
Thatha (literally, "Tamil grandfather™)
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1. The Tranced Devotee
Lost in divine ecstasy,
she could no longer distinguish this world from the next.
In her sacred delirium,
she saw none but Him — the foremost among all Gods,
and surrendered her soul at His feet.

2. The Graceful Devotee
With beauty rivaling the heavenly Rathi,
she moved like a tender creeper swaying in the breeze.
Her presence was as sweet
as the sugarcane bow of Manmatha,
a silent hymn to divine love.
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The Yearning Devotee

Her frame, once full,

now thinned in sorrowful separation.
Every limb bore the imprint of longing,
a heart wearied not by the world,

but by the absence of her Lord.

The Melodic Devotee

Like a lonely cuckoo awaiting its beloved,
she sang day and night

with notes sweeter than nectar.

Her voice fluttered like love-laced wings,
seeking the One who would answer her call.
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(To be continued)
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