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Rameswaram
temple precinct
~getsaclean-up .
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: waram, a famous pilgrim

¢ destination on Tamil Nadu's

i southeastern coast, is usual-

i ly a memorable one. The
: Pamban bridge, which con-
i nectstheisland tomainland,

: the rows of fishing boats
¢ bobbing near the shore and
: thevillageon theedge of the
. sea present a breathtaking
:  picture. But, as tourists near
+ the Rameswaram temple,
. . they are assailed by an un-
. bearablestench.

: heaps

The garbage

i makes it one of the worst-
: maintained pilgrim destina-
! tions in the state. With no
¢ government effort forthcom-
! ing to spruce up the area
: which attracts thousands of
. pilgrims every day, Viveka-
i nanda Kendra, a Kanyaku-
mari-based NGO has
launched an initiative fo
clean up the temple town.

: While hordes of pilgrims
¢ visit TN for its temples, local
. municipalities pay little at-
i tention to conservancy and
. hygiene Rameswaram’s sea-
: frontislittered with garbage

i generated from rituals, and

: the temple premises are in
i need of an elaborate sprue-
i ingup.

: For the Kendra volun-
i teers, it has proved a huge
¢ challenge. While removing

:  garhage from the wells, they

i even found empty liquor bot-

i tles, Inspired by the volun-
teers’ commitment, locals
have joined in.

i “We took up this project
: asafributeto SwamiViveka-

¢ nanda on his 150th birth an-

. niversary, celebrated in Feb-
* ruary” Kendra secretary G
Vasudeo told TOI. “We start-
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ed with10 volunteers. Aftera
while, many locals joined us.
Now, they are cleaning sever-
al wells, some of which even
the locals are not aware of
Funds are a problem, which
is delaying our project. But,
we are collecting dona-
tions;” hesaid. ,

District  collector K
Nanthkumar said the ad-
ministration had teamed up
with Kendra volunteers in
the clean-up mission. “The
administration will appoint
several more people to col
lect garbage from houses. We
haveissued tenders for this,”
hesaid. With the wells being
cleaned up and restored,
they are being used by locals
for day-to-day use and ritu-
als. Besides geiting a
scrubbed look. the temple
¢lean-up ls also creating an
awareness among the locals
about the available water re-
sources as well gs the town s
heritage value.
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