
Social Engineering  

By Vivekananda Kendra - Nardep 
 

Building social capital through camps and campaigns for sustainability of the initiatives launched 

so far has resulted in popularising the perspective among different communities. We hope both 

the locals and the tourists will take the cause further for posterity.  

 

Volunteers from Tirunelveli are removing dried sludge from Kapi Teertham by forming a human chain 

 

 

Volunteers from Tirunelveli removing garbage and small stones from Kapi Teertham  
on 14th August, 2016 

 



 

 

Meeting with Paripalan Sabha members for their active participation in Kapi Teertham work  
on 1st August 

 

 

Vivekananda vidyalaya, Pamban Teachers also joined in  cleaning Kapi Teertham on 20th August 

 



 

NAREGA people from Pamban village Cleaning Kapi teertham on 18th August 

 

A very good example of participation of different stakeholders – Dist. Administration, Corporate 

donor, Networking partners and NGOs 

 

  



Teertha Yatra 

28th August 2016 was a historic day for the Green Rameswaram project team. A Pilot Teertha 

Yatra starting from Pap Vinashak Teertham and ending at Agni Teertham was organized to cover 

the renovated water bodies (Teerthas). 12 yatris visited 16 Teerthas under the leadership of 

Historian Shri.Pakshi Shiva. The yatra started at 5.30 a.m. and ended at 3.30 p.m. After the 

completion of yatra, yatris have brainstorming session for two hours for taking the programme 

forward and fine tuning it. 

 

Teerth yatris performing pooja at Papvinashak teertham 

 

Shri.Pakshi Shiva (Yellow clothes) explaining the Mythological importance of Kapi teertham 

 



 

Green Rameswaram Project Meeting  

The Core group meeting of ‘Green Rameswaram’ project was held at Collectorate and then at 

Green Rameswaram project office at Mahabeer Dharmasala as the Collector was pre-occupied 

with the visit of the Minister from the Tamilnadu Govt. The Collectorate meeting was held from 

10 to 11.30 a.m. where the Dist. Collector Dr.Natarajan, Joint Commissioner, HR & CE 

Shri.Selvaraj, Commissioner of Rameshwaram Municipality Shri.Jeyaram Raja along with a few 

other Govt. officials attended.  

The meeting at Green Rameswaram building started with a prayer at 12.30 p.m. Presentation was 

done on each vertical based on agenda circulated earlier. Action points discussed under each 

vertical. 

Shri.Ravi Sam, Chairman of Green Rameswaram project attended the morning meeting with the 

Dist. Collector at Ramanathapuram and then joined for the lunch before leaving for Coimbatore 

as he was pre-occupied with some urgent work. 18 members from our partner organizations such 

as Hand in Hand India, REACH Foundation, Basil Energetics etc. attended the meeting. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair and Shanti Mantra at 6 p.m. 

 

Core group members meeting on 27th August 

 

 



 

Shri.VinothKumar of AMPERE vehicles, Coimbatore giving a presentation on ‘Green Transport’  
during the Core group meeting 

 

News of Core members meeting with the Collector - Hindu dated 28.8.2016 

 
 
 Special Correspondent 

Rameswaram to turn plastic-free 

Rameswaram could soon emerge as a plastic-free island as Collector S. Natarajan held 

discussions on imposing total ban on use of plastics. 

The Collector, who addressed “Green Rameswaram” project with various stakeholders, here on 

Saturday, decided to set up check posts to prevent tourists and pilgrims from carrying plastic 

bags into the island. Vivekananda Kendra has offered to provide environment-friendly bags to 

the tourists and pilgrims after collecting plastic bags from them at the check-posts, V. Sarasvathi, 

Coordinator of the Green Rameswaram project, said. 
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